INTRODUCTION
Crown and State of the persecuted Protestants is more surpris-
ing, nor was the thought of the eighteenth century so very
bold and free. While Holbach " drafted the code of enlightened
despotism," Voltaire " expected everything from the State and
worked only for the State, his ideal being despotism tempered
by toleration and enlightenment,"1 and Turgot was opposed to
the calling of the States-General: he expected everything from
the Royal authority—as exercised by himself. Even the demand
for religious freedom, which is at the basis of all individualist
thought in the eighteenth century, came not so much from
any clear realization of the rights of conscience, and of the
impossibility of crushing truth, as from Voltairean scepticism
as to truth existing at all and from the growing realization of
the inexpediency of persecution. No wonder, therefore, that
1789 found no one with any real distrust of the State as such.
Everybody clamoured for a strong " virtuous" government,
exercising its authority in the name of "Right," without any
attempt to define and guarantee rights; the universal demand
is not so much for positive freedom as for " a dictator to do
our own bidding," in George. Meredith's striking phrase.2
The question of war, to which we have alluded, is closely
bound up with the problem of revolutionary influence : national-
ism was the second of these narrowing forces we have deplored.
Here again the paradox is easily explained : the tragedy of the
Revolution was the necessity of its defence against foreign
invasion. This led to the identification of democracy with
national independence, and to a deplorable incapacity to consider
any problem apart from its immediate apparent bearing on
the continued existence of France as an independent political
unit.
If there was something fine about French political thought of
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries it was its universality.
Frenchmen prided themselves on thinking not as Frenchmen
but as men. If they of that time had any motto it was:
"Nothing human is alien to me." They boasted that their
philosophy, their religion, their literature were conceived in
i Michel, Uldte de r£tat, p. 17.
3 Diana of the Cros sways.
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